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United Way Helps Provide Brighter Future

Theresa is 15 years old. At 14, she ran away foster care several times, returning this
last time with a sexually transmitted infection (5TConcerned about her risk for other
STIs, pregnancy, and especially HIV, her fostee @aseworker referred her to AIDS
Resource Center Ohio’s Protecting Our Youth progrdimough the Protecting Our
Youth program, Theresa began to work with Natai&isk Reduction Educator, who
shared with Theresa information about HIV and howeduce her risk.

Prior to working with Natalie and the ProtectingrQiouth program, Theresa
participated in unprotected sex and many other hgkhbehaviors including alcohol and
drug abuse, running away, and not participatingcimol. Because of her work with
Natalie and the Protecting Our Youth Program, Téereow knows more about how HIV
and STls are transmitted and how to protect herdédist importantly, she can identify
her own risky behaviors and is willing to make ti@eessary changes to reduce them.
Theresa calls Natalie when she needs complete@mekshanswers on abstinence and
total sexual education. She trusts Natalie endogmcourage her friends to call for
information about HIV and testing.

AIDS Resource Center Ohio is a comprehensive pt@areroutreach, and support
agency for people infected, affected, and at rfdHIv/AIDS. United Way of Greater
Dayton provides funding for the Protecting Our Yroptogram which works directly

with youth most at risk of HIV infection. Throughe program young people learn more
about HIV and identify their own behaviors which ploem at risk for infection. In
addition, young people work to reduce their riskdiegreasing risky behaviors and
increasing positive developmental assets.

Without ARC Ohio and United Way, Theresa would hewetinued on a destructive

path. This path could have lead to dropping owabibol...living on the streets...more
sexually transmitted infection including HIV andeevdeath. The streets are no place for
a 15 year old.

United Way funding has helped make the Protecting Yduth program possible and has
given Theresa and other young people a brightardut



